In this paper, we investigate the long-run post-merger performance of Asian acquiring bank by using 293 deals in the 1997-2007 periods. We find the Asian acquiring banks experience negative long-term abnormal returns and are not efficiency improving, followed by mergers and acquisition. However, DeYoung, Evanoff and Molyneux [1] find European bank mergers appear to have resulted in both efficiency gains and stockholder value enhancement and North American bank mergers are efficiency improving, although the event-study literature presents a mixed picture regarding stockholder wealth creation. Therefore, our empirical results show that the long-run stock returns and operating performance of Asian commercial bank mergers are different from those of the US and EU markets. In general, the long-run stock performance and operating performance of Asian commercial bank merger and Acquisition are negative and Asian commercial bank merger and Acquisition cannot create synergy in the long run.
Introduction
In the last two decades, the merger activities in banking industry had been a major progress. The reasons for the trend of the consolidation in most countries were financial deregulation, globalization of real and financial mar-kets and improvements in information technology (Group of Ten [2] ).
Within the merger activities, bank mergers happened in the fourth wave from 1980 to 1989, which originated from the US. Since the long-standing geographical restrictions of banking were revoked in the US in 1994 (Riegle-Neal Interstate Banking and Branch Efficiency), bank merger activities were popular within the banking industry. Europe caught up this trend due to the globalization and borderless economy. The banking industry followed the industrial development in Europe after Deregulation was exuberant. During the 1990s, the volume and number of merger and acquisitions increased in the EU (Altunbas and Marqués [3] ). Under the circumstances, bank merger activities became a global and borderless activity.
DeYoung, Evanoff and Molyneux [1] provided a review on the post-2000 financial institution merger and acquisitions literature covering over 150 studies, and showed that there are a large number of studies devoted to this issue in the US and the EU. But, there are few studies focused on the Asia bank mergers. They find European bank mergers appear to have resulted in both efficiency gains and stockholder value enhancement and North American bank mergers are efficiency improving, although the event-study literature presents a mixed picture regarding stockholder wealth creation. Shih [4] developed a theoretical model to examine the effect of bank mergers on bankruptcy risk in the Asian Financial Crisis. He showed that merging failing banks are more likely to fail than the predecessor banks, but merging relatively healthy banks are likely to success. However, there are few studies investigating the long-run stock returns and operating performance of Asian bank mergers, therefore we would like to explore whether Asian bank mergers can create the synergy or are inefficient investments in the Asia financial market. Figure 1 shows Global Financial Mergers Amount in the EU, the US and Asia. The total amounts of bank mergers in Asia are 21,376 from 1980 to 2010. The large deals of the US bank merger happened in 1998. And, the EU started the bank merger from 1984, and approached the average after 2000.
While the Asian Financial Crisis happened from 1997 to 1999, this calamity raised fears of a worldwide economic meltdown. It also had significant macro-level effects in several Asian countries, including sharp reductions in the values of currencies, stocks, and other assets. Local bank regulators encouraged or even forced banks to merger as a way to reduce bank failure risk and stress. After survived from the Asian Financial Crisis, Asia was considered to be the area with the highest growth overall. Figure 2 shows that the real domestic product growth rates in the EU, the US, China and Asia countries from 1980 to 2014. The GDP reflects an increase in the value of all the final goods and services produced within a nation in a given year; thus, it is a measure of economic development. It reveals that the real GDP growth rates in Asia were higher than the US and the EU between 1980 and 2010. Also, the trend is expected to continue in the future years, with the majority of the economic growth in the region fuelled by the rapidly expanding economies of China and India, together with significant growth in certain parts of South Asia, Southeast Asia, and especially East Asia.
According to the report of the bank holding company Goldman Sachs in 2003, there has been rapid economic growth in the developing economies of Brazil, Russia, India and China (collective represented by the acronym "BRICs"). The combined economies of the BRICs are expected to eclipse the combine's economies of the currently richest countries in the world by 2050. The report indicates that economic growth in Asia has been accelerating. Furthermore, Goldman Sachs also reports that the top eleven emerging countries (The Next Eleven), which are the most development potentials in 2008, include Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Iran, Moscow, Nigeria, Figure 1 . Global financial mergers amount in the EU, the US and Asia; Notes: The data sources from SDC platinum database from thomson financial. Pakistan, Philippines, South Korea, Turkey and Vietnam, and six from Asia country. Therefore, Asian financial markets are viewed by potential acquirers as virgin markets, compared to the US and the EU (Shih [4] ). Then we would like to investigate how the merger can create the synergy after the merger in Asia bank market, which is a high economic growth nation. Table 1 shows the participants in the top ten global bank mergers from 1997 to 2007, ranked according to the value of the transaction, mainly from US and three from Japan.
Most of literature has focused on two main aspects: the effect of merger announcement and post-merger performance. The first line of research has focused on the stock market on the effect of merger announcement. Cybo-Ottone and Murgia [5] investigated a sample of acquisitions announced in European market from 1988 to 1997. They found the target has significantly positive abnormal returns and the acquirer has insignificant abnormal returns. Hagendorff et al. [6] focused on a more recent time period, from 1996 to 2004, and found different results from the previous studies that the acquirers' return was significantly positive. Moreover, they also suggested that the recent mergers may be qualitatively different from the early mergers and provide more relevant to likely future takeovers. However, the above studies just examined American or European bank M&As. Therefore, we would like to examine Asian bank M&As.
The second line of research had focused on the acquirers' performance post-merger, Weassess post-merger performance from the market performance and the operating performance. In the market performance, the handful studies found that bank mergers accrued significant stock market valuation gain after the merger (Diaz, Olalla and Azofra [7] ; DeLong and DeYoung [8] ). Resti and Siciliano [9] compared accounting-based with stock price-based performance measures for a sample of Italian banks over the period 1992-1997. On average the performance of Italian banks found a positive market prices changed effects after the acquisition. Houston et al. [10] found no conclusive evidence that the US banks acquirer creates value after the merger between 1985 and 1996. In the operating performance, the previous studies of the US and the EU bank mergers assumed that the merger was driven by efficiency and profit ability issues. DeLong and DeYoung [8] examined the long-term financial performance of 216 M&A of the US banking companies between 1987 and 1999 and found that the merger increased long-term ROA and improved the efficiency during the first years of their study, whereas, in the later years, whether the merger was international or whether payment was made in stock tended to have a great effect on performance. Diaz, Olalla and Azofra [7] analyzed a sample of 181 merger transactions from 1993 to 2000 in Europe, and found an increase in the acquirers' long-term profitability. The efficiency gained in Europe may be rather different from those in the US.
Altunbas and Marqués [3] separated their sample into domestic and cross-border merger in the EU bank industry, and examined the impact of banks' strategic similarities of the target and the acquirer on post-merger performance. This model related changes on post-merger performance to a set of strategic indicators and a set of control variables. The documented post-mergers have resulted in improved performance, particularly in the case of cross-border merger. And only efficiency and deposit strategies were performance-enhancing for both domestic and cross-border merger. Knapp et al. [11] analyzed the impacts of mean reversion on the evaluation of post-merger performance, with data based on 80 material global mergers in bank holding company from the period 1987 to 1998. One elucidation of mean reversion was the basic economic argument that competitive force would bring to equality in the rates of return in across the equity in the long-term, and calculated for the change of 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-, 5-, and 6-year's duration for each of the years. The research concluded that there were insignificant improvements in ROA and ROE in post-merger five years. But after adjustment for the mean reversion trend, they found the opposite result.
The previous studies usually analyzed the banks' performance by two main measures. One measure is via accounting ratios of performance (such as ROA) or productive efficiency indicators (such as Efficiency) (e.g., Hagendorff and Keasey [12] ; Koetter [13] ; Behr and Heid [14] ). Hagendorff and Keasey [12] compared bank mergers in the US and the EU by accounting ratio between 1996 and 2004 and found that the US banks focus on revenue generation post-merger, although this does not result in improving performance as cost increases. Koetter [13] found that German bank mergers during the 1990's were successful in improving cost efficiency, and cost efficiency gained took up to seven years to fully materialize. Behr and Heid [14] also found an evidence result of cost efficiency improvements in German banks after the merger between 1995 and 2000.
The majority measure of studies is by using event study. It based on changes in stock market prices around the merger periods. These studies typically try to ascertain whether the announcement of bank mergers creates shareholder value (normally in the form of cumulative abnormal t returns, CAR) for the shareholders of the target, the acquirer and/or the combined entity (e.g., Campa and Hernando [15] ; Scholtens and De Wit [16] ). Campa and Hernando [15] found that the shareholders of the target experiences a substantial gain in CAR from the merger but that shareholder of the acquirer experiences a loss in abnormal returns. Scholtens and De Wit [16] further found that the difference of CAR between the target and the acquirer were more significant in the US than in the EU. Berger and DeYoung [17] found that the acquirer holds significant increasing control, and was consistent with increased bank mergers. They also concluded that the distance has a negative effect on cost, profit, managerial control in banking.
As reviewed above, most of literature analyzed the effect of the merger on bank's performance in the short-term. To contrast with the above literature, we investigate the acquirers' post-merger performance in the long-term. We employ the Buy-and-Hold Abnormal Returns (BHAR) to calculate the long-term performance during post-merger periods. If BHAR is larger than zero or equal to zero, there is significant persistence in post-merger period. There are some studies used BHAR to calculate the long-term performance. Liu et al. [18] investigated the long-term recovery experience of US commercial banks that received capital infusions from the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) funds distributed to distressed banks under the Capital Purchase Program (CPP). They found CPP banks experienced economically significant BHAR. They concluded that TARP was successful in fostering the financial and stock price recoveries of CPP banks. However, the most frequently used BHAR to define the long-term performance is the firm mergers (Dutta and Jog [19] ). Dutta and Jog [19] investigated the long-term abnormal returns of Canadian acquiring firms in the post-event period by using 1300 M&A events from 1993 to 2002, and revealed a insignificant BHAR for 1300 Canadian acquirers.
In this paper, we examine the long-term performance of Asian acquiring banks after the merger by using 293 deals from 1997 to 2007 particularly commercial bank and bank holding company. This paper contributes to the literature in several aspects. First, we examine whether the acquirer can improve the long-term performance after the merger and persist for 36 months by using the Buy-and-Hold Abnormal Returns (BHAR). Second, we verify whether the deal attribute has a significant correlation with the long-term performance. Third, we would like to find if the operating indicator can affect the long-run performance and have a significant correlation with long-term stock returns. Fourth, we further investigate the effects of the deal attribute on the operating indicator, and find if the effect of the deal attribute can be decreased in the long-term. Finally and more importantly, we compare our results with the long-run performance and the previous studies of the US and the EU.
The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we describe our empirical methodology including data, sample, BHAR, as well as the regression models used to estimate the long-run banks performance. In Section 3, we present and discuss our empirical results. In Section 4 we conclude.
Methodology

Data and Sample
The data of merged banks were from the SDC Platinum database from Thomson Financial. The accounting data for each of the merged banks were taken from Data Stream. To be included in the sample, a merger must have been announced between 1997 and 2007 in Asia, because the focus of this study is in the bank merger occurring after the Asian Financial Crisis. This was an excellent time for aggressive merger acquisitions because of the vast number of banks with many branches that were undervalued or in distress. However, we investigate the long-termperformancein3 years (36 months); the accounting data must until to 2010. We begin with an original sample of 17804 deals in Table 2 . We eliminate cases that cannot meet the following criteria:
1) The target in Asia.
2) Both the target and acquirer are commercial bank and bank holding company.
3) The target was located in one of the 12 Asian nations ranked highest in M&A frequency by preliminary observation: China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and Vietnam. (7) Other Finance. The same industry sector: the number of deals which both targets and acquirers are from same industry sector. The parentheses show the ratio of the years to total number of deals.
4) All the financial statements are available from DataStream.
5) The acquirer still operating in 2010.
Our final sample consists of 293 commercial bank and bank holding company in Asia, of which 183 were domestic and 110 were cross-border. We concentrate on the merger involving Asia commercial bank and bank holding company because there been a great number of mergers at this level, and we assess the effects of a unique financial product market on performance.
Sample Description
Panel A of Table 3 Panel B of Table 3 shows the numbers and values of domestic and cross-border M&A transactions classified by country. The sample comes primarily from Japan and North Asia. Japan must be evaluated separately because it has the most experiences with M&A and it is the only country in our sample that can be considered developed. There are 87 deals (29.69%) from Japan account for the majority of the transactions in the sample, followed by 31 deals (10.58%) from Indonesia and 30 deals (10.24%) from China. The proportions of domestic merger for Japan, India, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Philippines are 97.70%, 92.59%, 85.71%, 72.22%, 71.43% and 54.55%, respectively. Note that the highest proportions (93.33%) of international merger in China because many acquirers in the deals are from Hong Kong, a special administrative region belong to China. The rest proportions of international merger in Indonesia and Thailand may have resulted from the deregulation in their financial service industries after the Asian financial Crisis. The average values for transactions varied significantly by region within their countries. The highest values are for Japan (US $1,762.86 dollars for transactions), following by Singapore (US $1284.82 dollars for transactions).
Panel A of Table 4 classifies the numbers and values of domestic and cross-border M&A transactions as a function if the number of transactions. The classification reveals that 81.23% of the transactions were initiated by an active acquirer (frequency of mergers more than 2 times per year). The percentages of mergers that are domestic rather than international are 83.64% if 1 time, 82.81% if 2 -4 times, and 28.18% if more than 5 times. Note that the deals announced by the more active acquirer (more than 5 times per year) are most frequency international (71.82%), and have the highest average value (US $1,060.26 dollars for transactions). Cross-border merger is more complex than domestic merger because they involve two different regulatory environments sets of customer expectations and national cultures. The more risk it faces, the more profitable it is.
Panel B of Table 4 classifies the numbers and values of M&A transactions by acquirer's rations. There reveals that the majority of M&A deals originated in Asia (220 deals, 75.09%), and the transaction values is US $294.69 dollars. During the last decade, there has been an extensive financial integration in Asia. The other aggressive acquirers were from the US & Canada and European, where the financial industries are relatively mature and opportunities for organic growth are limited. The deals of acquirer region for US &Canada and European are 22 deals (7.51%) and 19 deals (6.48%), respectively. The highest transaction value happened in Japan with US $41,431.03 dollars for transactions. Table 5 shows that the numbers and values of M&A transactions classified by transaction value. The vast majority of these transactions (224 deals, 76.45%) are valued at less than $100 million. Only in Singapore and Malaysia the majority of the transactions are larger than $100 million. Those relatively low Asian transaction values imply that, in Asia, financial integration through mergers is considered to be a bargain, especially in the countries whose banks have a relatively high proportion of non-performing loans. 
Empirical Model
In this section, we illustrate the empirical model. We introduce BHAR methodology to examine the long-term performance of the acquiring banks. We identify three biases in test statistics based on abnormal returns calculated (Barber and Lyon [20] ). These three biases including:
• new listing bias, which arises because in event studies of long-run abnormal returns, sampled firms generally have a long post-event history of returns, while firms that constitute the index (or reference portfolio) typically include new firms that begin trading subsequent to the event month.
• rebalancing bias, which arises because the compound returns of a reference portfolio, such as an equally weighted market index, are typically calculated assuming periodic (generally monthly) rebalancing, while the returns of sample firms are compounded without rebalancing.
• skewness bias, which arises because long-run abnormal returns are skewed.
We define BHAR as the value of holding a long position in market index return of the acquirer bank after the merger is completed. The equation is stated below, and the MSCI AC ASIA index is used to measure the benchmark in this paper.
T T i T i t B t t t BHAR R R
where , i t R is the monthly return of the sample bank i in month t during T-month post-merger period, with the initial announcement month being defined as month 0; and , B t R is the monthly return of the benchmark over the same period (Dutta and Jog [19] ).
BHAR is considered in the regression models by rolling every 36-month from 1997 to 2007. Because it can eliminate the problem of cross-sectional dependence among samples banks (Gregory [21] ). If the rolling BHAR is larger than zero or equal to zero, we call there is significantly persistence in post-merger period. After determining the rolling BHAR was significant, we focus on the variables which we set might affect the rolling BHAR.
Variables are separated the deal attribute from the acquirer bank's operating indicators. The deal attribute includes domestic merger, transaction value, frequency of mergers and the relative assets of the target and acquirer. The operating indicator includes (1) ROA, (2) Efficiency, (3) Loan ratio, (4) Risk, (5) Capital ratio, (6) Deposit ratio and (7) To be robustness our study, we setup there regression models. Model 1 investigates the correlation between the deal attribute and long-term abnormal returns of the acquirer. We add the operating indicator into model 2, such that we are able to find the interaction between the deal attribute and the operating indicator and whether the interaction can create the higher long-term synergy. In model 3, we add the dummy variable for the effect of the Asian Financial Crisis, which was happened in 1997 to 1998. The regression models are as follows: 
To further investigate the effects of the deal attribute on the operating indicator, the regression analysis are performed on the variables which are significant in the 36-month period. We introduce the frequency of mergers, domestic merger, downturn and dummy, four dummy variables into the regression analysis. The dummy variable is added to represent the transaction happened in 1997. Additionally, transaction value and relative size are also added to this regression analysis. We use the following model for this regression analysis. 
Definition of the Explanatory Variables
The deal attribute includes frequency of mergers, domestic merger, transaction value and the relative assets of the target and acquirer. The operating indicator include (1) ROA, (2) Efficiency, (3) Loan ratio, (4) Risk, (5) Capital ratio, (6) Deposit ratio and (7) Assets growth. The explanation of variables stated in Table 6 . We adopt the operating variable from the previous studies. First, ROA is measured as net income to average total asset. The bank is a high leverage financial institution, therefore ROA have more explanatory than ROE comparatively. Second, the most common way to calculate efficiency is the cost to net income. It's net income to be generated from each dollar of cost. Third, loan ratio is measured as the ratio of net loan to total assets, which takes into account the prominence of loan in banks' total assets. Risk is measured as the level of loan loss provisions divided by net interest revenues (Altunbas and Marqués [3] ). Altunbas and Marqués [3] revealed signification negative in domestic merger for loan ratio and risk, but it is opposition in cross-border merger. They showed that's quite cost to integrate institutions which are heterogeneous in terms of their loan ratio for domestic deals. Notes: The signal "*" indicated that the expected sign is uncertainty. The signal "+" ("−") indicated that there is positive (negative) post-merger effect on the variables.
Fourth, capital ratio is measured as the ratio of equity to total assets. This variable becomes more important in recent years, considering a focal point of bank regulation. Altunbas and Marqués [3] also used this variable to verify post-merger performance and found that the better capital level make performance-enhancing indomestic merger. For cross-border merger, however, tend to lower performance. Since capital is used by banks to feature of asset quality, it seems to be more difficult for cross-border merger to integrate with different capital level. The deposit ratio is measured as the total deposit to total equity, as measures of bank performance. Cornett et al. [22] introduced the deposit ratio to determine whether post-IPO of bank dividend initiation or increase meaningfully affects the probability of ultimate acquisition as well as the average takeover premium paid in an acquisition. They showed lower deposit ratio after post-IPO.
Finally, assets growth was entered in Cheng et al.'s study [23] , which used the 135 takeover banks from 1981 to 1986. They revealed assets growth was significant negative with value. In summary; most previous studies found a positive relationship between the merger activities and gained in indicator performance.
Hypotheses
Several studies show that the abnormal returns of the acquirer is significant positive in the long run after the merger in the US and the EU banks market. In this study, we assume that the long-run performance by using BHAR reveals a significant positive effect after the merger and can persist for 36-month. We also forecast that the effect of the deal attribute is decreases gradually as time goes on. Numerous studies find the positive reactions to the efficiency and ROA on post-merger performance. Then, we expect that both efficiency and ROA of the acquirer would indicate significant improvement in long-term performance. The rest operating indicator like loan ratio, risk, and capital ratio are expected to have significant positive result, too. Except for deposit ratio, it is expected to have significant negative effect on the long-run performance and the assets growth is expected to have no signification with long-run performance.
Finally, we compare our results with the long-run performance and the previous studies of the US and the EU. Additionally, we hypothesize that the effect were in influenced by the Asian Financial Crisis is significant.
Empirical Results
In this section, we document the result of our empirical models in long-term post-merger performance. First, we show the descriptive statistics of the explanatory variables of the operating indicator, and the result for BHAR over 36-, 48-, 60-month and rolling BHAR every 36-monthpost-merger between 1997 and 2007. Then, we discuss the result of the regression analysis. Subsequently, we document the regression analysis of the operating indicator on the deal attribute. Table 7 reports the descriptive statistics of the operating indicator over 36-, 48-, 60-month and the rolling every 36-month from 1997 to 2007. Ideally, merging is not only a faster way for the acquirer to increase revenue than investments internally, but also typically less risky. Risk is significant decreased slightly in our result. In term of efficiency, the ratio is to save costs by eliminating overlapping operations and consolidating operations (Houston et al. [10] ). Efficiency is decreased definitely after the merger. On average, the operating indicator shows a significant positive mean and median for three periods after post-merger and the rolling period.
Descriptive Statistics
Buy-and-Hold Abnormal Returns
The specification of t-statistics by using the Buy-and-Hold Abnormal Returns is presented in Table 8 . BHAR is a significant negative in t-statistics which can confirm to the skewness biases. Additionally the skewness bias can ultimately be traced to the rebalancing biases. BHAR is −23.5% over 48-month, revealed a significant negative excess returns after the merger.Over36-month, although BHAR is −10.1%, but not significant, the maximum of BHAR is 131.8%and shows a high long-term abnormal returns. BHAR over 60-month is −13.9%. It is higher than over 48-month. It may due to the reduced sample. Because the sample period is 1997 to 2007, we could not calculate the 60-mouth at 2006 and 2007 (The complete data in DataStream are only in 2010). Eventually, the rolling BHAR is −13.7%. Because the result shows that BHAR is a significant negative, we speculate that it may because the acquirer cannot outperform the market. So, we only calculate the returns of the acquirer before minus the benchmark and call the Buy-and-Hold Returns (BHR). The equation is stated below.
( )
where , i t R is the monthly return of the sample bank i in month t during T-month post-merger period, with the initial announcement month being defined as month 0.
The result is presented in Table 9 . We find BHR is significant and larger than 100% over three periods after the merger. It means that the return of the acquirer is increased but cannot outperform the market. Additionally, the rolling BHR every 36-monthalso reveals a significant positive result. Therefore, we can say that BHAR is influenced by the bench mark conclusively. Following the regression analysis, we will perform the both rolling BHAR and rolling BHR over a set of variables; analyze how the explanatory variable can affect the two independent variables in the long-term, and what different between the two regression results.
Regression Results
To rationalize our result, we make the correlation coefficient matrix of the explanatory variables. In general, the correlation coefficients are smaller than 0.4, which means there are significant low correlations within the explanatory variables, and VIFs are less than 10 which prove that there is no multi collinear problem.
The regression results of the rolling BHAR every 36-month period on a set of variables shows at Table 10 . And, we calculate the operating indicator by the average every rolling 36-month from 1997 to 2007. As expected in model 1, while the result indicates that the frequency of mergers and relative ratio of the acquirer do not play a major role in influencing post-merger performance and domestic merger have a significant effect in the long run. Cross-border merger gain benefit for other synergies easier than domestic merger in Asia. Likewise, the results are in line with Altunbas and Marqués's result [3] . It also shows that the transaction values have significant negative effect with the long-run performance. In other words, the amount of transaction values could not be a determination of the long-run performance positively. The results are consistent with the previous studies. They found that the deal attribute were negative related or insignificant to the stock market returns (Campa and Hernando [15] ). Additionally, local bank regulators forced domestic banks to merge as a way to reduce bank failure risk (Shih [4] ). So it seemed that the domestic bank merger which is passive and forcing transactions have a negative effect on the long-run performance. The cross-border merger which is active transactions have a positive effect on the long-run performance. However, adjusted R-Squared has a low value in model 1 (0.0507), reveals the explanation of the deal attribute to long-run performance is insufficient. So, we adopt the operating indicator into model 2.
In model 2, the adjusted R-Squared is 0.16, which is increased conspicuously. It reveals a higher explanation to long-run performance. The deal attribute are similar with model 1. If the merger has a lower transaction value in cross-border merger, there is a positive effect with long-term performance. The result for ROA suggests a high size of asset disposition on the acquirer tends to positively affecting at the level of performance after post-merger. Despite most of the previous studies have found positive reactions to the efficiency on post-merger Table 9 . BHR over 36-, 48-, 60-month and the rolling BHR every 36-month period after the merger from 1997 to 2007 (Unit: %). Notes: "BHR" is the Buy-and-Hold Returns by using market returns. The rolling BHR is rolling every 36-month from 1997 to 2007. There are 76, 67, 51 and 355 samples for 36-, 48-, 60-month and the rolling BHR every 36-month period, respectively. BHR is expressed in %. *, **, and *** indicate statistical significance at 10%, 5%, and 1%levels, respectively (Based on t-statistics). Standard errors are reported in parentheses. . We calculate the average in operating indicator in the rolling periods. P-value is reported in parentheses. *, **, and *** indicate statistical significance at 10%, 5%, and 1% levels, respectively (Based on t-statistics).
performance, we find slightly improvement in efficiency at 10% level of significant based on t-statistics. Generally, most studies showed that different cost structures could experience a drop in performance after post-merger. This finding may be related to the US evidence showing that there is very little improvement in cost efficiencies after post-merger (DeYoung, 1997 [24] ). Capital ratio reveals a significant positive effect on the long-run performance-enhancing. Since capital ratio is considered as signal favorable asset quality for banks, it seems to be more explanatory for the long-run performance. Since the bank is a high liability industry as a result, capital ratio could not be higher. Loan ratio also reveals a significant positive effect on the long-term performance. The more money the bank loans, the more performance the bank makes. Both risk and deposit ratio have no significant effects on the long-run performance. And, assets growth have no significant negative effect on the long-run performance as expected, it probably come from the size of total asset for the acquirer after the merger do not changes after the merger.
Finally, we introduce dummy variables into model 3. The dummy variable is added for indicating the effects of the Asian Financial Crisis, the number of mergers that are international, and the relative assets of the merging partners. The result is in line with model 2, and there are no interactive effects in model 3. The dummy variable is totally insignificant with the long-run performance. This means that even the Asian financial Crisis brings the amount of mergers, it does not result in the value for the acquirer after the merger.
The regression results of the rolling BHR every 36-month period on a set of variables shows in Table 11 . And, we calculate the operating indicator by the average every rolling 36-month from 1997 to 2007. We investigate how BHR of the acquirer can be influenced by the deal attribute and the operating indicator after the merger. The result shows that adjusted R-Squared in model 4(0.0289) is lower than model 1(0.0507). However, domestic merger and transaction value like model 1 have a significant negative effect on BHR. Models5 and6 reveal a dissimilar result to models 2 and 3. Although there is a significant effect for ROA, our result also shows that risk and assets growth have a significant positive effect on the long-run returns. There reveals a significant positive effect on efficiency and capital ratio in model 2, but model 5documentsan opposite results.
In Table 10 and Table 11 , we calculate the operating indicator by the average between the rolling periods from 1997 to 2007. But, we find there is an irrational correlation effect between BHAR and operating indicator in Table 10 , which means the former reveal a negative BHAR result but the later reveal a positive correlation effect on BHAR after the merger in the long run. We speculate that the Asia market is more focus on the improvement of the operating performance rather than the average of the operating indicator. So, we calculate the change in operating indicator every 36-month in the rolling periods instead of the average from 1997 to 2007, and introduce it into the regression analysis of rolling BHAR. The equation is stated below. The result shows in Table 12 , and is consistent with the result of BHAR. Except that ROA and risk reveal a significant positive effect on the long-run post-merger performance. However, the rest operating indicator shows an insignificant effect. We can say that the change in operating indicator in the rolling periods is more suitable than the average in operating indicator.
As same as Table 12 , we also adopt the change in operating indicator into the regression analysis of rolling BHR. The regression results are showed in Table 13 . First, we find that adjusted R-Squared is significantly higher than in models 5 and 6, and this reveals a higher explanation to long-run performance. Second, the deal attribute has a similar result as model 4 that there is significant negative effect on the long-run performance. Third, the operating indicator such as ROA, loan ratio, risk and capital ratio show a significant positive effect on the long-run returns, except for deposit ratio. It has a significant negative effect on the long-run returns, which is accord with our hypothesis. It means that when the amount of deposit dropped, the long-run returns of the acquirer can be better. After we compare Table 11 and Table 13 , we find that if we do not consider whether the return of the acquirer can outperform the market, it shows a suitable with the change in operating indicator. The improvement of the operating indicator has a positive correlation with the long-run returns. 
Robustness
After we prove that the changed operating indicator is more suitable than the averaged operating indicator, we also show another regression analysis. In Shih's study [4] , they examined bank mergers as a solution to banking sector crises and found the effect of bank mergers on bankruptcy risk in the Asian Financial Crisis. In this crisis environment, banking institutions faced this collapse, then many local governments encouraged or even forced failing banking institutions to merge. For example, in the Philippines, central bank Governor Gabriel Singson stated "The central bank favors mergers as a way to keep the number of bank failures to a minimum... We would like to encourage mergers among our banks even before problems arise, to the extent that these will result in stronger banking institutions" (Dow Jones Newswires [25] ). Because the Asian Financial Crisis was happened in 1997, to avoid that our result may be interfered by this crisis. We separate our sample form the transaction which happened in 1997-2000 and in [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] . We want to find if there is a significant effect on the transaction which is passive or active in the long-run performance. This result shows in Table 14 In Table 3 , we find that the sample comes primarily from Japan (87 deals, 29.69%) and notice that Japan must be evaluated separately because it has the most experiences with M&A and it is the only country in our sample that can be considered developed. The previous study stated that Japan is the first country which was forced to merge by the government. In order to investigate the different country structures, we classify our sample by the targets' nation such as North Asia, Asia-Pacific, Japan and Southeast Asia. Model 12 and model 13 show the regression result of Japan and Southeast Asia in Table 15 , respectively. And, we calculate the operating indicator by . We calculate the change in operating indicator in the rolling periods. P-value is reported in parentheses. *, **, and *** indicate statistical significance at 10%, 5%, and 1% levels, respectively (Based on t-statistics).
the change every rolling 36-month from 1997 to 2007. Because all samples in Japan are domestic merger, this variable is not available. We find that ΔROA is insignificant effect on the long-run performance in model 13, and cannot prove that Japan bank merger has profitability improvement after the merger. The improvement of efficiency also has insignificant effect on the long-run performance of Japan bank merger. Because that the Japanese has a high national consciousness, so we speculate that they may follow the rule of government announced to merge to help the bankruptcy bank. However, we prove that the long-run performance of Japan bank merger is not complete. Moreover due to the sample comes primarily from Japan, we suspect that it is maybe a reason for why the long-term performance in Asian bank merger cannot be similar with the US and the EU market. After comparing the two regression result between model 13 and model 14, we find a key point.
We mention before that the domestic bank merger which is passive and forcing transactions have a negative effect on the long-run performance, and the cross-border merger which is active transactions have a positive effect on the long-run performance. All samples in Japan are domestic merger (97.7%), and we can say it is a reason for why the performance of Japan bank merger is not complete. On the other hand, the transaction of Southeast Asia is major from cross-border merger (51.4%), and the cross-border acquirer has more aspiration to operating the combined bank to achieve a high performance. So, the performance of Southeast Asia is better that Japan.
Effects of the Deal Attribute on the Operating Indicator
Now, we further illustrate the effects of the deal attribute on the operating indicator in Table 16 . And, we calculate the operating indicator by the average every rolling 36-month from 1997 to 2007. The results can be comparison with the Table 10 . Domestic merger and transaction value have a significant effect on the operating indicator performance. When the merger has a high transaction values in cross-border merger, ROA and capital ratio have great improvement. At the same time, when the merger has a low transaction values in domestic merger,
Conclusions
In this paper, we investigate the long-run performance of Asian acquiring bank by using 293 bank mergers after the merger in the 1997-2007 periods. To analyze the long-run performance, we verify the acquirers' long-run performance by the Buy-and-Hold Abnormal Returns (BHAR). BHAR is considered in the regression models by rolling every 36-month from 1997 to 2007 to eliminate the problem of cross-sectional dependence. Variables are separating the deal attribute from the acquirer bank's operating indicators. Then, we also add a dummy variable for the effect of the Asian Financial Crisis, which happened in 1997 to 1998. We have the following conclusions:
First, we find significant negative long-run abnormal returns for Asian commercial banks and bank holding companies in the rolling period after post-merger and as well as the short-run performance. Our conclusion shows that the bank mergers cannot create the synergy in the long run. Second, consistent with the previous studies, our result also reveals that the deal attribute has significant negative related to the stock market returns.
Third, it shows that ROA has a significantly positive effect on the long-run performance, but unlike the previous studies, efficiency only shows a slightly significant improvement. The previous studies concluded that the early bank mergers can be efficiency improving, and stockholder value still remains inconclusive. In contrast, the recent bank mergers appear both efficiency and stockholder value enhanced. It could be because that the recent bank mergers learned best-practices (and worst-practices) from the early bank mergers (DeYoung, Evanoff and Molyneux [1] ). We can say that Asian financial industry learned the experience of the US and the EU by observing, and generating knowledge that is exploitable in Asia financial mergers. However there are still dissimilarities with the previous studies due to the different geography and the level of development. Additionally, we speculate that because the Asia market is not very efficient, so the conclusion is not consistent with the US and the EU market.
Within the different calculations of the operating indicator in regression models, we find that the change in operating indicator is more suitable than the average in operating indicator for BHAR and BHR. Eventually, the effect of the Asian Financial Crisis is insignificant. This means that even the Asian financial Crisis brings the amount of mergers, it could not result in the value for the acquirer after the mergers. Therefore, our empirical results show that the long-run stock returns and operating performance of Asian commercial bank mergers are different from those of the US and EU markets.
